
Teacher Notes for the 
Estimation Station
Practicing estimation skills and comparing actual 
counts to estimates is an important way to 
introduce students to this important math skill. 
The Estimation Crate includes the following 
3-D objects: crocodiles (20), turtles (15), 
giraffes (15), pigs (10), ladybugs (10), chicks (5). 
Use these with the reproducible activity sheet 
and crate for a variety of activities.

Grab, Shake, and Estimate
This estimation activity can be played solo or with a partner. You will need
the Estimation Crate, all of the animals, and copies of the “Grab, Shake, and
Estimate” sheet for players to record their estimates and findings.

How to Play:
    1.   GRAB a handful of animals, place them in the crate, and immediately 
          cover with a sheet of paper.
    2.   Give the crate a SHAKE.
    3.   Remove the paper for a few seconds to reveal the animals and then 
          recover the crate.
    4.   Use your “Grab, Shake, and Estimate” sheet to record your animal ESTIMATES.
    5.   Uncover the crate and count the animals. Record the actual number 
          of each animal in the “Actual Number” boxes.
You can use the “Too few? Too many?” boxes to record how closely your estimates were to
the actual counts.
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Greater Than/Less Than
Choose one animal object (for example,
turtle) and place some or all of the objects
in the crate (for example, 8). Then have
students quickly pass the basket with
those animals around the class. When
everyone has had a chance to see, have
them guess whether or not the number of
objects is greater than or less than a
number (for example, 10). Each student
writes their name on a self-stick note and
places it on a chart. Make a chart, filling in
the boxes with the self-stick notes.  When
the graph is complete, choose a student to
count the objects to see how many
students guessed correctly.

What’s Your Estimate?
This is a fun weeklong estimation activity. On Monday place 14 giraffes
in the crate. Each student views the crate for a short time and then
must choose between 2 estimates (for example: about 5 or about 15).
Estimates are placed in a box. At the end of the day, student responses
are tallied and a student is chosen to make the actual count. For larger
estimates, fill the crate with dried beans, buttons, or any smaller items.

Pattern Estimation
This is a fun one-to-one activity. Create patterns using Estimation Crate
animals (see the AAB pattern below). Repeat the pattern at least 3
times. After looking at the pattern, child decides which animal has “the
most” or “the least”. Use an ABC pattern to demonstrate “the same.”
After guessing, have students count the total to check their answers.
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