
Primary Concepts®

Primary Concepts’ Literacy Centers give teachers the tools to set up and maintain a variety of independent
learning centers in the classroom. Each center is packaged in a handy pouch with all the materials needed.
All the centers 

■ provide meaningful practice of core skills
■ reinforce classroom learning
■ have a predictable format students can return to again and again

High quality independent learning centers are essential to free the teacher to work with small groups or
individuals on identified needs. While the majority of children are occupied with the learning centers,
teachers can work with individual students or small groups without interruption. 

With the Build-A-Sentence Center, students build and read a variety of complete sentences by placing
word tiles on sentence strips. The word tiles are color-coded. Nouns are blue, verbs are green, adjectives are
red, and prepositions are purple, guaranteeing successful placement on the color-coded fill-in-the-blanks
sentence frames. Many of the nouns have pictures on one side to help young children decode the words. 

Each sentence frame can be used to build many sentences just by changing one or more word tiles. As they
build the sentences, students get practice reading these common sentence frames again and again, thus
building fluency in their reading. All of the words are high frequency words children need to know for
reading success in the primary grades. The goal of the center is for students to develop fluency reading
simple sentences with these high frequency words and sentence frames.  

Objectives: 

■ building a variety of common 
sentence types

■ practice reading high frequency words 
■ reading the sentences fluently

Prerequisite Skill:

■ ability to read common high 
frequency words

Center Contents:

■ Build-A-Sentence Frames (10)
■ Rebus and Word Tiles (100)
■ Directions (copy of p. 2)
■ Recording Sheets (copies of p. 3) 
■ Pencils

Setting Up Literacy Centers 
Place the literacy centers children can work on in 
a box or rack so that it is easy to find the center
they are looking for. Each literacy center can be
used by one to four children at a time, working
independently but sharing materials. Make sure 
the students know where they are expected to
work. Be sure to spend time introducing the
children to each new learning center. Walk them
through the directions and demonstrate how to
complete the center task. Make sure students 
know how important it is that all the materials 
get returned to the pouch when Center Time is
over. Literacy Center pouches should contain
everything that is needed for the task, including
paper and pencils where needed. 

Maintaining the Centers
The key to success with learning centers is making
sure that children can work independently without
having to interrupt the teacher for supplies or
questions. Therefore, it is important to periodically
check the contents of each pouch to make sure that
no materials are missing. Encourage students to be
as independent as possible and to ask each other for
help when questions arise or problems need to be
solved. Only when none of the children can answer
a question or solve a problem should the teacher be
disturbed. End each session by having children
report on their work. Assess any changes that need
to be made for the next session. 

Literacy Centers 

Build-A-Sentence Center

Introducing the Center 
Take out the contents of the pouch and place
everything on a work table. Show the children each
of the materials: the sentence strips, the word tiles,
and the recording sheets. Explain that, when
working in groups of four, the children should share
the sentence frames and word tiles. Point out that
many of the word tiles have two sides. Explain that
the picture can help the children read the words.
Also point out the colored type on the word tiles.
Tell the students that they will be matching the
color of print on the tiles with the colors of the fill-
in-the-blank boxes on the sentence frames. 

Display the directions card and demonstrate each
step. First, pick a sentence frame and place
matching color tiles on the empty boxes. Read the
sentence out loud. Now try some different tiles.
Choose one of the sentences to record on a copy of
page 3. Tell the children that they will be doing this
with each of the different sentence frames. 

Finish the demonstration by carefully putting all of
the materials back in the pouch and showing the
children where to put it when they are finished. 

Assessing Progress
Periodically assess children’s progress reading
sentences fluently by having them read back to you
each of the sentences they built. Are they making
progress learning to read the sentences fluently with
little hesitation and proper intonation? 
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Other Resources
A variety of literacy centers are available from the publisher. Please consult
a catalog or visit our website at www.primaryconcepts.com
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Recording Sheet Name___________________________________________
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1. Do __________s  __________?

2. My __________ likes to __________.

3. Is ______  __________  __________?

4. My _________ is _________ and _________.

5. A _________ is _________ the _________.

6. A _________ and a _________  _________.

7. Can you _________  _________ the ________?

8. The __________  __________  __________s.

9. My _______  _______ is _______ the _______.

10. I _______  _______ the ________  ________.

Directions

1. Choose a sentence frame. 

2. Place word tiles on the frame. 
Match colors. Read the sentence. 

3. Try other tiles.  

4. Record one sentence on a Recording Sheet.  

5. Now choose a new frame. Repeat. 

cat

jump

dog run

frog hop
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